Mrs. Nettling www.L eslieNettling.com
Bobby F. Grigsby Intermediate School
2009-2010 Letter to Parents

Hello, and welcome to 5" Grade! Fifth grade is a great year of school for children, and | am looking
forward to the months ahead in class as we experience great learning together! | would like to take
this opportunity to introduce myself, and answer some basic questions about what is ahead in our
fifth grade classroom.

About Mrs. Nettling..

| am the mother of three grown sons. My husband and | and our two Labrador retrievers live in
Lebanon. | began teaching in 1974, took a few years away from teaching when my children were
very young, and have been teaching in Carlisle since 1991. My experience is varied, and includes
teaching children in grade levels from first through seventh, in the special needs classroom, in
inclusion, and in the general classroom. | love children of all ages and | love teaching all the
subjects, but my absolute favorite grade level to teach is fifth grade! Other things | love to do
include computer technology, robotics, multimedia, website design, all water sports, music, reading,
and spending time with my family.

What can | expect for my child’s daily classroom experience?
Classroom Goal: Our classroom will be structured to establish a safe, respectful, and engaged
learning environment:

1. Respect: We will respect all people and all things.

2. Responsibility: We will be responsible for our assignments and our choices.

3. Honesty: We will be truthful in all that we do.

4. Character: We will strive for great personal character.

Expectations for Students:

Come to class prepared.

Follow directions.

Avoid making unnecessary noise or distractions.

Show respect to others and use good manners.

Abide by all rules in the Carlisle Handbook.

Master the 5™ grade Ohio Academic Content Standards and Objectives.

ogrwNE

When a student follows the rules the consequences include gaining personal pride in their
performance, having the best opportunities for successful learning, earning good grades, and
enjoying fun rewards. When a student breaks the rules the consequences include a note or phone
call to parents, a student writing an action plan, serving detention, visiting the principal, earning
lowered grades, and others, as stated in the student handbook.

How can | help my child be comfortable and successful in fifth grade?
Make sure your child gets ten hours of sleep each night! One of the greatest learning obstacles for
a child is fatigue or sleepiness at school. A fifth grade child needs ten (10) hours of sleep. There are
many reasons this can be difficult for families, but it is one of the most important parenting tips for
success at school. Lights out no later than 9:00, and that goes for computers, mp3 players, video
games, and TVs, too!
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Make sure your child is on time and attends school every healthy day! Excellent attendance is a key
factor for success in fifth grade. Arriving on time and staying for the full day should always be the
goal. When the need for a medical appointment comes up that cannot be scheduled outside of the
school day, do everything you can to avoid taking your child out of math class. It is the most
challenging class to miss. Since each day of learning in math is built on the new skills learned the
day before, missing a day can quickly create learning gaps and confusion.

Think nutrition! Public school systems all across the nation have been challenged to become more
conscientious about children’s health and nutrition. Whether you are joining your child for lunch or
sending in treats, please think about keeping the food nutritious.

Send a sweater! Our classroom temperature can vary widely from hour to hour, regardless of the
season. We are on the sunny side of the building with no blinds, so the room can heat up or get
stuffy easily. Turning on the air conditioning and opening up the windows can feel good to some
students, yet feel chilly for others. | recommend that all students have a sweater or sweatshirt at
school that they can keep in their locker.

Save the perfumes and body scents for the weekends! Perfumes and body scents might be
popular, but they can present real health challenges for students and staff who might have asthma
or migraines. | ask that we all create a respectful atmosphere at school by not bringing and not
wearing strong scents/perfumes to school.

Happy Birthday! If you are bringing in treats for your child’s birthday, please let me know a day in
advance. While there is not enough time to have a party, we can certainly find time to enjoy a snack
and sing “Happy Birthday” during one of our lessons! All birthday treats must already be in
individual servings, and complete with any plate, bowl, or silverware needed. No drinks! Avoid
anything that has nuts, especially peanuts or peanut butter. Nuts can trigger serious, even life-
threatening, allergic reactions for some children. Keep the district nutrition policy in mind; the more
nutritious, the better. Here are some ideas: fruits, veggies, string cheese, granola, raisins, etc.

What is my child’s responsibility for completing homework?

Homework is critical for your child’s success, just as football practice is for the football player,
cheerleading practice is for the cheerleader, or piano practice for the pianist. Homework is due on
the date as assigned, and | will go over it with my students. Sometimes | will grade it for completion;
other times | will grade it for accuracy and quality. Late homework will have points deducted.
Students who do not turn in homework on time likely will be required to serve a detention as well.
Your child is responsible to complete each entire assignment, no blanks (giving the “best guess”
when unsure), and turn it in when it is due. | require students to show their work in math.

How do we know what homework is assigned?

| post homework assignments online, however those assignments can and do change without
warning due to daily events at school. The most reliable reference for homework is the student’s
planner. For the first five weeks | will help students organize their daily homework planner. Parents
should check their child’s homework planner each evening. Your child is responsible to copy the
assignments in their homework planner.

Nettling, 2009-10 Page 2


http://www.leslienettling.com/DearParentsShowWork.pdf

How can | support my child’s homework efforts?

I recommend that you check your child’s homework planner, especially early in the year as students
develop important routines and establish personal work habits for success. It is important for you to
provide encouragement and the time, tools, and setting (quiet, good lighting, etc.) for doing
homework. You will also want to make sure that your child is organized and prepared for the next
day of class before (s)he goes to bed at night.

I = TIP: Encourage your child to pack his/her book bag before going to bed!

How long will my child work on homework each night?

Homework should not average more than 60 minutes (average) a night. This does not include
Independent Reading. If your child is taking longer than 60 minutes to complete homework on a
regular basis, please call me so that we can work together to identify what adjustments may need to
take place. Before you call, please read my online letter if you think this may be a problem for your
child.

How will my child’s assignments be scored?

Some assignments will be graded in a percentage-based way, while others will be graded on a
point system. | will mark incorrect answers, and in some cases write in the correct answer. Some
projects and compositions will be graded according to a rubric that is set up for that assignment
specifically.

Your child will often grade his/her own paper. These pages are easy to identify because students
put a red check mark by each correct answer. Having students check their own papers gives them
immediate feedback and the opportunity to ask good questions while the learning is fresh! | then
collect the work and look over it to make sure each student has a basic understanding of the
concept being taught.

Some papers will receive a score that indicates completion and accuracy of the assignment. Other
papers will receive a check mark that indicates that your child has received credit for completing the
assignment. If there are two grades on the paper, this usually means that re-teaching has taken
place, and the child has been re-evaluated. To prioritize the importance of state achievement
testing, report card grades will be determined weighting test scores more heavily than other
assignments.

How can | follow my child’s progress?

| will send home your child’s graded papers each Monday in a Take-Home Folder. Please sign the
signature paper that is in the folder, keep the papers, and return the folder the next school day. You
will be able to track your child’s grades on the Parent Access component of the district’'s online
grading system Progress Book. Please allow a few days for me to grade and post scores for each
assignment. Normally grades are posted in a week, but some projects may take longer. If you do
not have your Parent Access password yet, please email Mike Schuh at
Mike.Schuh@carlisleindians.org.
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How can | find out what is going on in class?

| keep lots of classroom, parent, and student resources on my website, as well as student work,
regular newsletters, and photo slideshows! You will likely want to visit our website often by going to
http://www.leslienettling.com. If you forget the address, just do a search on “Mrs. Nettling” and you
will find it listed.

How can | get in touch with you if needed?

| realize that it is not always possible to get together or talk during the school day. If anything comes
up, | hope you will feel comfortable writing a note, leaving a voice mail at school, e-mailing (best), or
calling me at home. Please do not feel that you are “bothering” me by calling at home — | want to
hear from you! I truly enjoy talking with my students’ parents, and feel that through those
conversations students make the most progress in a school year! Due to privacy issues, it would
probably be better to provide only general information in notes, voice mail, and e-mail, and save
any personal or confidential specifics for when we actually talk or get together.

Contact Numbers and Email Addresses

(Home) 513-932-6317

(School) 937-746-8969

(E-mail) leslie.nettling@carlisleindians.org or nettf@embargmail.com

If you have any questions or concerns at any time throughout the year, please let me know!

Sincerely,
Leslie Nettling

Thanks for all you do to send your child to school ready to learn!
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