
 
Newspaper Book Celebration 

 
Write a newspaper about your book. Remember to create a banner for the top 
of your newspaper (example: Nettling News, but make up your own). Your 
newspaper should include different types of articles, just like a real 
newspaper. You should make it look like a real newspaper, too, by putting your 
articles in columns.  

 
1.    Create a headline and main article that summarizes the plot (conflict, rising action, climax, and resolution) 

of the story. 
 

2. Do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in another article.  
 

3. Include an editorial expressing an opinion about one of the topics that comes up in 
the story. Hint:  a good topic for an editorial may come from thinking about the 
problem and solution to the story. Remember, a good editorial is persuasive and 
includes many reasons (details) for your opinion! 
 

4. Create a collection of classified and retail ads that are related to the story.  
 

5. Make a pretend weather report that would match the setting of the story.  
 
 

6. Add a related comic or political cartoon! 
 
 

7. Reading this book made me want to know more about _______________________________.  

8. You would want to read it, too, if you like ____________________________________________. 

9. The connection I made with this book is that __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________. 

10. This is how I would rate this book      1       2       3       4       5       6       7       8       9       10 

 
worst ever just okay best ever

11. I    would       would not     recommend this book to my friends.                               
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Rubric for Newspaper Celebration 
 
 

 Grading Rubric for Newspaper Celebration

 Below Basic
1

Basic
2

Proficient
3

Advanced
4

Content/Focus  

Writing shows limited or 
no evidence of 
understanding about the 
elements of each story 
element. 

Writing shows some 
evidence of 
understanding about the 
elements of each story 
element. 

Writing shows adequate 
evidence of 
understanding about the 
elements of each story 
element. 

Writing shows clear 
evidence of 
understanding about the 
elements of each story 
element. 

Organization  

Sentences show limited 
evidence of being 
organized. There is no 
topic sentence, details, or 
concluding sentence. 

Sentences show some 
evidence of being 
organized in some way 
with at least a topic and 
concluding sentence. 

Sentences show evidence 
of being organized in 
some way.  There are 
clear topic and concluding 
sentences and 
appropriate details. 

Sentences are written in a 
logical order. There is a 
clear topic sentence with 
appropriate details, and a 
concluding sentence. 

Conventions  

Writing has many errors 
in punctuation, grammar, 
spelling, or sentence 
structure. 

Writing has mostly correct 
punctuation, grammar, 
spelling, and sentence 
structure. More than three 
errors. 

Writing has mostly correct 
punctuation, grammar, 
spelling, and sentence 
structure (very few 
errors). 
  

Writing has correct 
punctuation, grammar, 
spelling, and sentence 
structure (very few errors, 
if any). 
 

Word Choice  

Writing is not in student’s 
own words, or word 
choice is poor, using worn 
out words. 

Writing is in student’s own 
words, using some 
wonderful word choice. 

Writing is in student’s own 
words, using wonderful 
word choices. 

Writing is in student’s own 
words, using wonderful 
word choices (instead of 
worn out words) and 
advanced vocabulary 

 

Book Talk

1
Student had trouble 
reading report, and could 
not retell the story from 
memory or answer 
questions. 
  

2
Student read directly from 
report and had trouble 
retelling the story from 
memory or answer 
questions. 

3
Student is mostly 
comfortable speaking 
about the book and can 
answer questions. 

 4
Student has an interesting 
delivery, is very 
comfortable speaking 
about the book, and can 
answer questions. 

   
Product

The project is messy, with 
worn pages, showing little 
care. 
 

The project could be 
neater, yet shows some 
care. 

The project is neat, 
organized, and completed 
with care for handling and 
following directions.  

The project is neat, 
organized, and completed 
with great care for 
handling and following 
directions. 

Rubric adapted from Mrs. Renz’s Sandwich Book Project. 
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http://www.mrsrenz.net/pdf/bookprojects/sandwichbookproject.pdf

